Council  offices, 
STURM  I  NS  TER  HE’ /TON 
Dorset. 


1st  June,  1948 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Shaftesbury  Borough  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1947. 

The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Shaw,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  during  the 
year  under  consideration,  for  his  co-operation  and  help  during  the 
year  and  for  his  assistance  in  preparing  this  report  and  to  my  clerk, 
Miss  L.  Davidge,  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  your 

courtesy  and  cans  i  derat  ion  throughout  tiie  year* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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TIE  ANNUAL  REPORT  CP  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
TO  THE 

SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 
for  the  year 
1  9  4  7. 

A.  Area  -  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  Value  -  £19,659 
Production  of  a  penny  rate  --  £79. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  3,429. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

Total  (72) 
Legitime  te 
Illegitimate 

Males. 

30 

2 

Females. 

) 

3!  j 

Rato  per 
resident 
=  20,9 

(a) 

1,000 

pop: 

Comparative 
North  Dorset 

19.7 

figures  for 
(b)  England 
Wal es . 

20.5 

STILLBIRTHS  - 

Total  (1) 

l 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  0.2 

1,000 

pop: 

0.3 

0.  5 

DEATHS  - 

Total  (50) 

18 

32 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  14.5 

1,000 

pop: 

14.2 

12.0 

Deaths  in  infants 
under  1  year  -  4 

Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births  = 

55.5 

33.8 

41.0 

Deaths  from  Maternal  causes  -  Nil. 


"  diarrhoea  in  infants  -  Nil. 

"  road  traffic  accidents  -,1 

other  violent  causes  -  Nil. 
3.  Personal  Health  Services  in.  the  district. 


In  vie?;  of  the  impending  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946  in  July  next,  for  record  purposes,  it  is  considered  worth  while  noting 
the  present  medical  arrangements  in  the  district. 

Private  Medical  Practitioners  - 

There  are  three  Medical  Practitioners  practicing  wholly,  or  in  part,  in 
the  town. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  home  - 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Dorset  County  Nursing  Association,  one 
District  Nurse  is  resident  in  the  district. 

General  Hospital  Facilities  - 

The  V/estminster  Memorial  Hospital  (22  beds)  provides  limited  general 
hospital  accommodation.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  local  general  medical 
practitioners  and  visiting  consulting  special  staff.  The  hospital  is 
provided  with  a  well  equipped  out-patient  department  and  has  a  maternity 
unit  of  8  beds. 

Use  is  also  made  of  the  General  Hospital  Infirmary  at  Salisbury  by 
persons  in  the  district  requiring  hospital  treatment. 


Ambulance  Facilities 


An  ambulance  provided  by  the  St.  Johns  Ambulance  Brigade  stationed  in  the 
town  provides  general  ambulance  facilities  for  the  district. 


The  ambulance  of  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Hospital  Board,  stationed  in 
Sherborne,  is  available  for  the  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Midwifery  Service  - 

The  Dorset  County  Council,  through  the  agency  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  provide  a  domiciliary  midwifery  service  in  the  district, 

A  District  Nurse/Mi dwife  is  resident  in  Shaftesbury. 

Maternity  cases  requiring  admission  to  hospital  are  admitted  under  the 
County  Scheme  to'  the  Westminster  Memorial  Hospital,  Shaftesbury. 

s 

\ 

Nursing  Homes  -- 


There  are  no  registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  district. 


Laboratory  Services  - 


The  Dorset  County  Laboratory  (a  laboratory  in  association  with  the  Medical 
Research  Council)  provides  full  laboratory  facilities  for  the  district. 

There  is  no  public  mortuary  accommodation  in  the  district.  The  nearest 
available  accommodation  providing  facilities  for  the  carrying  out  of  post 
mortem  examinations  is  at  Gillingham  in  the  Shaftesbury  Rural  District, 

Tuberculosis  - 


The  Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  The 
nearest  available  clinics  are  at  Dorchester  and  Poole. 

Venereal  Disease  - 


The  Venereal  Disease 
The  nearest  diagnostic 


Service'  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council, 
and  treatment  clinics  are  held  at  Poole  and  Dorchester 


School  Health  - 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council. 

A  minor  ailment  clinic  is  provided  in  the  Borough.  The  School  Nursing  staff 
are  not  available  for  attendance,  with  the  Medical  Officer,  at  routine  school 
medical  inspections. 

Child  Welfare  - 


Child  /el fare  provision  is  made  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  One  health 
visitor  is  resident  in  the  district  and  a  fortnightly  Child  Welfare  Centre 
is  held  in  the  Borough. 

•  Environmental  IT e a  1  th  Serv i c e s . 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  - 


1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 


Sanitary  Inspector  -  part-time 


Bernard  Shaw 


Clerical 


Cert.R.S.I.  San. Insp,  Joint  Board. 

(and  for  insp,  of  meat  &  other  foods) 

Cert.  San. Insp,  Assoc,  for  Environmental  Hygien< 
1  male  clerk  -  part-time. 


Little  time  is  devoted  by  the  Surveyor  to  his  statutory  duties  as 
Inspector.  Unless  at  least  one  third  of  his  time  is  given  to  these 
adequate  sanitary  supervision  of  housing  conditions  in  the  Borough, 


hygienic  preparation  and  sale  of  food 
be  neglected.  I  cannot  too  often  remind 
to  these  important  statutory  duties. 


sanitary 

duties 

the 


,  ice  cream  and  milk  will  continue  to 


you  of  the  lack  of  attention  given 


-2- 


o 


WAT gR  SUPPLY. 


There  has  been  no  material  change  with  regard  to  the  towns  water  supply 
from  previous  years.  The  supply  comes  from  a  deep  bore  and  is  automatically 
chlorinated.  Nine  samples  of  the  untreated  water  v/ere  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  and  have  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

960  houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of  3,250)  are  served  w ith 
a  piped  supply  into  the  house. 

81  houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of  250)  are  served  by  outside 
standpipes. 

New  works  carried  out  during  the  year  include  mains  extensions  to  Christys 
Lane  Housing  Site  with  26  new  connections. 

3.  SShERACE  cl  DRAINAGE. 

No  decision  has  yet  been  .cade  by  the  Minister  of  Health  with  regard  to 
the  Council’s  proposed  new  sewerage  scheme  already  submitted  to  the  Ministry, 

New  works  carried  out  during  the  year  included  sewer  extensions  to 
accommodate  Christys  Lane  Housing  Estate. 


4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


(a)  House  refuse. 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  which  i 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

(b)  Salvage. 

A  separate  collection  of  salvage  is  carried  out.  Luring  the  year  the 
quantity  of  salvage  collected  was  - 


42  tons.  16  cwts. 
1  ton.  6  cwts. 


paper 
Rags  etc. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year 


6.  SHOPS  ACT 


No  inspections  called  for  under  the  Shops  Acts  were  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

7.  FAC TOR IBS  ACT,  1937, 


No.  on 


register.  Inspections 


ritten  Notices 


(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


4 


Factories  not  included  in 
in  which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 


24 


8 


Total 


23 


S 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found.  Remedied.  Referred  to 

H.M.  Inspector 


1 


1 


Total 


1 


1 


r/ 

'h 


I 


, 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30079172 


8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


t 


Ho  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

9.  S'/IMlvlING  BATHS. 

One  public  swimming  bath  is  provided  by  the  Council.  This  has  proved  to 
be  popular  and  good  use  was  made  of  it  during  the  year.  Treatment  of  the 
water  was  carried  out  by  means  of  sand  filtration  and  hand  chlorination  with 
regular  testing  of  the  presence  of  free  chlorine.  All  samples  of  water  from 
the  baths  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  proved  satisfactory. 

Provided  skilled  regular  attention  is  given  to  the  treatment  of  the  water 
in  this  bath  the  method  adopted  at  the  present  time  can  be  considered  to  be 
satisfactory.  When  circumstances  permit,  however,  I  would  recommend  that  the 
present  method  of  treatment  of  purification  of  this  swimming  bath  water  should 
be  abandoned  in  favour  of  automatic  filtration  and  chlorination. 

10.  CAMPING  SITES. 


There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  borough. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES . 

Action  was  called  for  in  respect  of  one  case  of  flea  infestation  during  the 
year.  No  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  bed  bug  infestation 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  borough  is  free  from  such  inf estation. 

12.  RATS  &  MICE. 

Rodent  control  in  the  borough  is  carried  out  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee.  The  treatment  of  sewers  and  the  free 
treatment  of  dwelling  houses  appears  to  have  reduced  the  rat  population  in  the 
borough.  Co-operation  between  the  Rodent  Officer  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
resulted  in  the  clearance  of  rats  from  a  bakehouse  which  previously  had  never 
been  cleared  for  many  years. 

13.  RAG  FLOCK  ACmS  1911  -  1922. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  under  these  Acts  during  the  year* 

14.  SCHOOLS. 

No  sanitary  inspections  were  carried  out  of  schools  in  the  borough  or  of 
school  canteens  or  feeding  centres. 

3.5.  HOUSING. 

Very  many  persons  continued  to  live  under  unsatisfactory  and  overcrowded 
conditions  and  the  progress  of  the  Council  in  the  work  for  the  provision  of 

new  houses  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  materially 

affect  the  situation. 

Until  comparatively  recently  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  concerned  with 
unsatisf actory  housing  conditions  in  his  area  was  more  disposed  to  consider 

the  effects  of  bad  housing  on  the  physical  rather  than  the  mental  health  of 

those  living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions.  At  the  present  time,  whilst 
many  persons  are  still  living  in  damp,  insanitary  houses  detrimental  to  their 
physical  health,  I  find  myself,  more  and  more,  concerned  with  that  equally 
large  group  of  persons  being  forced  to  live  in  circumstances  which  can  only 
be  calculated  to  have  serious  effects  on  their  mental  health  and  happiness. 

Many  persons  in  this  group  arc  newly  married  couples  who  do  not  enjoy  the 
happy  advantage  of  starting  their  new  life  in  a  home  of  their  own.  Many  of 
these  are  having  to  live  in  unsatisfactory  furnished  rooms  at  a  rent  beyond 
their  capacity,  others  are  forced  to  share  a  home  with  their  'in-laws’. 

In  some  instances  this  arrangement  works  satisfactorily  but  only  too  often  it 
leads  to  that  friction  and  mental  strife  which  undermines  an  otherwise  happy 
relationship  with  disastrous  results  to  both  parents  and  children  alike. 


4 


►Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

[ 


(2) 


a 

b 


o} 

! 


tue  yea 

r  for  housing  defects  (under  P.Ii.  or 

Housing  Acts) 

50 

number 

of 

inspections  made 

for  the  purpose 

87 

number 

of 

in f o  rma 1  notices 

served 

16 

:r 

!t  If 

complied  with 

22 

number 

of 

statutory  notices 

served 

— 

::  ir 

complied  with 

1 

number 

of 

ho  us e  s  'reported' 

under  Section  11 

of  the 

Housing  Act,  1956  Nil 

(2)  Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  respect  to  such  houses  - 

"a^  Demolition  Orders  made  Nil 

b)  Undertaking  accepted  for 

( i)  Closure  1 

(ii)  re-conditioning  Nil 

(c)  Other  action  Nil 


Overcrowding  - 


No  routine  house  inspections  '’/ere  carried  out  during  the 
result,  no  cases  of  ’statutory  overcrowding'  were  found  and 
the  year.  Nevertheless  tnorc  is  little  doubt  that  cases  of 
overcrowding1  are  present  in  the  borough. 


year.  As  a 
reported  during 
' statutory 


Provision  of  new  houses  and  ro -housing . 


Number  of  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  -- 


During  1947 
b;  Post-War 


Temporary 

prefab. 


Traditional 
Type.  Other. 


14 


Number  of  houses  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  houses  on  which  Demolition  or  closing  orders  had  been 
made,  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority 


10 

Nil 

14 


16.  INSPECTION  &  SUPLRVISIOU  OV  POOD  SUPPLIES . 

1.  Milk  - 

(a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Order  1926. 

No.  of  farms  in  the  district  registered  for  milk  production 
No.  of  farms  producing  designated  milk 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested 

(b)  Accredited 

No.  of  farms  producing  non-designated  milk 

No.  registered  dairymen  (covkeepers  &  milk  sellers) 

No.  registered  as  wholesale 

'*  M  retailers 

”  ,f  wholesale  and  retailers 

( b )  Gov/ sheds  and  Milk  Shops . 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
No.  of  cases  m  which  contravention  of  the  Regulations 
were  found 

No.  of  prosecutions  undertaken. 

( c )  HilR  (Special  Designation  Order)  1956  -  1 941 . 

No.  of  licences  granted  during  the  year 

Tuberculin  Tested  -  Dealers 

S  upp  1  erne  n  ta  r  y 

Pasteurised  -  Dealers 

Supplementary 


15 


3 

10 

15 

11 

O 

2 


19 


1 

1 

1 


(d)  Samples. 

fc) 

No.  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  - 


Tuberculin  Tested  «  1 

Accredited 

Pasteurised  1 

2.  Other  Food  Premises  - 


No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  13  of  the 
Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year 
No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration 
under  section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 
No.  of  such  promises  registered  in  respect  to  - 

fa)  Ice  Cream  4 

(b)  Sausages  &  prepared  meats  5 


No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year 
No,  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  and  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  test 


28 

18 

9 


7 

Nil 


Meat  Inspection  at  - 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  -  Nil 

(b)  Butchers  and  other  shops  -  quantities  condemned 

Carcases  and  organs  of  two  sheep. 

Parts  of  sheeps’  carcases  -  45  lb. 

Beef  ~  732  lbs. 

Calf’s  head  and  tongue  -  1 
Bacon  --  24  lbs. 

Other  Poods. 

Quantities  condemned  - 


Fruit 

tins 

-  5. 

Earrings 

14  stones. 

Meat 

tins 

-  32 

Butter 

108  lbs. 

Vegetables 

tins 

-  37 

Smoked  fillet 

35  lbs. 

Pish 

tins 

-  19 

Wheat  Flakes 

19  pkts. 

Milk 

tins 

-  38 

Jam 

6  tins* 

It  will  be  appreciated  from  the  above  figures  that  insufficient  attention 
is  being  given  to  the  supervision  of  places  where  food  and  drink,  including 
milk,  intended  for  human  consumption,  is  prepared  and  sold.  Throughout  the 
country  there  is  a  steadily  increasing  incidence  of  food  borne  infection  and 
I  cannot  too  urgently  stress  the  need  for  greater  attention  being  given  to 
these  statutory  duties. 


17 •  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

ITo.  of  invos tigations  carried  out 
No.  of  disinfections  carried  out 

18 .  SUMMARY  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTION  CARRIED  OUT . 

Total  number  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) 
”  ”  Informal  notices  served 

”  ”  Informal  notices  complied  with 

"  ”  Statutory  notices  served 

”  ”  Statutory  notices  complied  with 

No.  of  prosecutions 

D.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER 


4 

2 


433 

16 

22 

1 

Nil 


YIAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Incidence. 


Disease. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Measles 

Whoop ing  c o eg ,h 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet  fever 


Total  Cases 
Notified. 

1 

15 

3 

2 

3 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 


Total  Death 


2 


Measles,  were  mildly  prevalent  in  the  Borough  during  the  summer  quarter 
of  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred  in  the  Borough.  One  child 
attending  school  in  the  Borough  but  resident  in  an  adjoining  district 
contracted  the  disease  and  a  further  case  developed  elsewhere  than  in  the 
Borough  but  the  circumstances  suggested  that  the  child  might  well  have 
become  infected  whilst  staying;  in  the  Borough.  An  additional  case-  occurred 
in  a  girl,  living  in  the  rural  district  immediately  outside  the  Borough 
boundary,  who  was  employed  within  the  Borough. 

No  direct  contact  or  connection  could  be  traced  between  these  cases,  other 
than  to  note  that  4  out  of  the  5  cases  referred  to  were  resident  or  worked 
during,  the  material  time  within  a  limited  locality  in  the  Borough. 

protection  against  dial lthcria 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  during  the  year  is  as 

follows: - 


Under  5  years  of  age, 

40 


5-14  years  of  age, 


This  is  an  improvement  on  the  preceding,  year  when  the  corresponding 

figures  were  31  and 


5. 


The  40  children  (under  5  years  of  age)  protected  as  compared  with  the 
number  of  births  in  the  preceding  year  (4-8)  suggest  chat  a  sufficient  number 
of  new  babies  are  being  protected  to  maintain  the  percentage  number  of 
children  protected  at  a  reasonably  satisfactory  figure,  nevertheless,  there 
is  room  for  improvement  until  every  child  born  is  protected  during  its  fir 
year  of  life. 


’Ot 


During  the  year  you  extended  the  scope  of  your  scheme  to  provide  for  the 
giving  of  a  ’ reinforcing '  injection  at  the  time  of  school  entry  to  children 
previously  protected  during  their  earlier  years. 

In  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  all  parents  to  the  need  of  this 
’reinforcing’  treatment  and  in  order  to  emphasise  to  parents  of  children  who 
had  not  already  been  protected,  the  value  of  treatment  being  given  on  school 
entry,  arrangements  were  made  witli  the  Food  Executive  Officer  for  a  suitable 
pamphlet  to  be  issued  with  the  new  ration  book  issued  to  all  children  reachir 
five  years  of  age. 

Tuberculosis. 

ITew  Gases.  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Ho  n-R  c  sp  i  r  a  t  o  r  y .  Respiratory.  ITon-Rcspiratory. 

3  11 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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